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cox  XTY  OF  BANFF. 


REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1932. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Population  of  the  County  of  Banff,  as  ascertained 
by  the  Census  taken  in  April,  1931,  was  54,835,  of  which 
24,828  pertained  to  the  Landward  Area,  and  30,007  to  the 
Burghs.  The  population  of  each  of  the  Burghs  was  as 
follows: — Aberchirder  868,  Banff  3,489,  Buckie  8,688, 
Aberlour  1,175,  Cullen  1,688,  Dufftown  1,454,  Findochty 
1,675,  Keith  4,424,  Macduff  3,276',  Portknockie  i,6ig,  'ind 
Portsoy  1,651.  For  statistical  purposes,  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral estimated  the  population  of  the  County  (including 
Burghs)  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1932  as  55,389. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  County  in  the  year  1932 
numbered  1079,  giving  an  annual  Birth  Rate  of  19.5  per  1000 
of  population,  as  compared  with  20.1  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  actual  number  of  Births  registered  has  been  steadily 
falling  during  the  past  twelve  years.  In  1921,  there  were 
registered  1461  births,  and  in  the  following  years  the  num- 
bers were  1424,  1391,  1298,  1268,  1309,  1205,  1208,  1164, 
1145,  1108,  and  1079.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  actual 
Births  registered  in  1932  were  382  less  than  in  1921.  The 
number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered  in  1032  was  139 
T2.g  per  cent,  of  the  total  Births.  In  the  preceding  year  the 
Illegitimate  Births  numbered  152,  and  were  13.7  per  cent,  ol 
the  total  Births. 

The  Deaths  registered  in  1932  amounted  to  683,  giving 
an  antuial  Death  Rate  of  12.3  per  1000  of  population.  In 
the  preceding  year  the  actual  number  of  Deaths  was  758  with 
an  annual  Death  Rate  of  13.8  jier  1000. 

The  causes  of  death  registered  in  1932  are  shown  in 
Appendix  T. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  tlie  County  was  74,  or 
in  other  words,  74  children  died  out  of  every  looo  children 
born  before  completing  their  first  year.  During  the  past 
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eleven  j'^ears  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  as 
a whole  has  been  104,  84,  101,  73,  83,  67,  104,  64,  74,  76, 
and  88. 

The  Rate  for  1932  in  the  Landward  Area,  and  each  of 
the  Burghs  is  shewn  in  the  following  table,  and  the  subject 
is  further  dealt  with  in  the  Section  devoted  to  Maternitv  and 
Child  Welfare. 
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The  Headings  of  the  various  sections  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  Report  are  in  accordance  with  the  instruction.s 
of  the  Department  of  Health  to  IMcdical  Officers  in  the  pre- 
paration of  their  Reports. 


A.  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

1.  Water  Supplies — quality  and  sufficiency. 

There  are  eight  Special  Water  Supply  Districts  in  the 
County,  viz.  : Crovie,  Gardenstown,  Whitehills,  Fordyce, 
Portgordon,  Tomintoul,  Ncwmill,  and  Crannoch.  There  is 
a sufficiency  of  water  in  all  of  those  districts  witli  the  exceji- 
tion  of  Whitehills,  in  which,  on  account  of  the  introduction 
of  modern  sanitary  conveniences,  the  water  suppl}'  has  at 
times  proved  insufficient.  The  District  Council  has  mean- 
time under  consideration  the  augmentation  of  the  supply 
from  .sources  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  existing  supply. 
In  regard  to  quality,  the  supplies  to  Whitehills,  Crovie, 
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C>ardeiisto\vn,  Forclyce,  Toniintoul,  and  Craiinocli  are  ob- 
tained from  springs  situated  in  uncultivated  land,  but  in  the 
case  of  Portgordon  and  Newmill  the  supplies  are  obtained 
from  springs  in  land  under  cultivation.  In  the  case  of  New- 
mill the  District  Council  is  meantime  making  arrangements 
to  secure  that  the  land  on  which  the  springs  arise  is  not  culti- 
\'ated,  but  in  the  case  of  Portgordon,  the  District  Council  has 
not  taken  any  action  to  protect  the  gathering  area  of  the 
supplies. 


2.  Drainage  System — efficiency. 

There  are  five  Special  Drainage  Districts,  viz.  : Gar- 

denstown,  Portgordon,  Whitehills,  Tomintoul,  and  For- 
d\'ce.  With  the  exception  of  Fordyce,  these  districts  have 
proper  drainage  systems  and  satisfactory  methods  of  sewage 
disposal.  The  village  of  Fordyce  was  formed  into  a Special 
Drainage  Distiict  many  \'cars  ago  but  did  not  have  a proper 
drainage  system  introduced.  The  matter  of  the  introduction 
of  a proper  drainage  system  has  been  considered  by  the  Dis- 
trict Council  but  on  account  of  the  cost  no  action  has  been 
taken.  The  villages  of  Newmill  and  Cornhill  have  no  proper 
drainage  systems.  In  the  case  of  Cornhill,  the  present  system 
of  drainage  gives  rise  to  an  offensive  nuisance  tO’  the  north  of 
the  village.  The  matter  is  being  dealt  with  by  the  District 
Council. 


3,  Rivers  Pollution — presence  or  absence,  nature  and 
sources. 

The  pollution  of  the  Isla  from  distillery  effluents  and 
the  sewage  of  the  Burgh  of  Keith  continues  as  reported  in 
previous  reports. 


4.  Offensive  Trades — action  taken. 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  in  the  County,  namely, 
the  knackery  at  Douglas  Brae,  near  Keith,  and  the  knackery 
at  Muirfield,  near  Fordyce.  No  complaints  have  been  re- 
ceived regarding  these  premises. 

5.  Miscellaneous. 

Boyndie  Burial  Ground.  A survey  of  the  Parish  of 
Boyndie  has  been  made  for  suitable  sites  for  a burial  ground, 
and  meantime  the  District  Council  has  under  consideration  a 
field  in  close  proximity  to  the  hospital  on  I.adybrae  farm. 
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B.  HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

1.  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts.  1925  and  1930,  and  Hous- 
ing (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  1926  and  1931 — Proceed- 
ings. Include  reference  to — 

(a)  Sufficiency  of  ivorking- class  houses. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  aj^ain  directed  to 
the  housing  conditions  in  the  villages  of  Gardenstown, 
Whitehills,  and  Portgordon,  where  there  is  a considerable 
amount  of  sub-letting,  so  that  houses  originally  built  for 
■one  family  are  occupied  by  two  or  more  families. 

(b)  Habitability  of  existing  houses — action  taken  to  deal 
with  defective  or  uninhabitable  houses. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  submitted  a list  of  36  houses 
which  in  his  opinion  were  defective  but  could  be  made  fit 
for  habitation  by  reconstructiem.  The  attention  of  the 
owners  was  directed  to  the  grants  available  for  this  pur- 
pose under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  but  no 
action  has  been  taken. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  submitted  a list  of  35 
houses  unfit  for  habitation,  but  no  Closing  Orders  have 
been  made  in  respect  of  any  of  them.  These  houses  are 
mainly  in  the  rural  areas  where  houses  are  required  to 
allow  of  these  houses  being  closed.  ^Meantime  they  con- 
tinue to  be  occupied. 

Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926, 
grants  were  made  in  respect  of  18  houses. 


€.  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

1.  Administration  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations. 

(aj  Bacteriological  examination  of  sa)tifylcs  in  terms  of 
Sections  20  and  21  of  the  1914  Act. 

No  samples  were  taken  in  terms  of  Section  20. 
Regarding  samples  taken  under  Section  21,  see  \’eter- 
ary  Officer’s  Report. 

(b)  Milk  consigned  from  other  areas. 

vSee  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. 

(c)  Dirty  milk — measures  for  detection. 

vSee  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. 

( d)  O utbreaks  of  disease  attributed  to  milk. 

No  outbreaks  cf  disea;  e during  the  .vear  were 
attriI)Uted  to  milk. 

(e)  Milk  grading — progress. 

See  Veterinary  Officer’s  Reiiort. 
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"2.  Meat — Administration  of  Sections  33  and  -13  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

See  \’elerinary  Officer’s  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Reports. 

3.  Miscellaneous — Administration  of  other  Acts,  Orders 
and  Regulations,  including  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  and  the  Public  Health  (Pre= 
servatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  164  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
for  analysis  in  the  Public  Health  Office,  16  of  which  were 
found  to  be  slightly  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

Seven  samples  were  reported  to  the  Police,  who  took 
formal  samples  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analj’st.  In  the 
following  table  are  shewn  the  results  of  the  analysis  in  the 
Public  Health  Office,  the  results  of  the  analysis  by  the  Public 
Anah'st,  and  in  two  cases  the  results  of  analysis  of  a sample 
taken  at  the  b_vre  under  police  supervision. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  samples  the  Police  took  29 
other  formal  samples  of  milk,  all  of  which  were  reported  to 
be  genuine. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  two  byre  samples  in  the  above 
table  are  deficient  in  either  fat  or  solids-iiot-fat. 

In  the  Report  for  1931  reference  was  made  to  the  diffi- 


cully  of  instituting  a prosecution  in  milk  cases  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  standard  for  milk  is  a presumptive  standard. 
It  was,  at  that  time,  believed  that  the  matter  of  a milk 
standard  was  having  the  attention  of  the  central  departments 
interested,  but  so  far  no  action  has  been  taken  and  the  diffi- 
culties referred  to  in  that  Report  continue. 

56  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  taken  for 
analysis,  namely  : — 

Cream,  5;  Butter,  9;  Cheese,  2;  Coffee,  2;  Tinned  Peas, 
2;  Jam,  2;  Arrowroot,  2;  Syrup,  2;  Tea,  2;  Mince  and 
Sausages,  6;  Vinegar,  2;  Hone}",  4;  Margarine,  3;  Lime 
Water,  2;  Dripping,  3;  Olive  Oil,  2;  Camphorated  Oil,  2; 
Cream  of  Tartar,  2;  Tincture  of  Iodine,  2. 

These  were  all  reported  genuine. 


D.  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

In  administering  the  jMaternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  the  County  Council  continues  to  employ  the  Nurses 
of  the  Local  District  Nursing  Associations  as  their  Health 
Visitors.  With  the  exception  of  the  Burghs  of  Cullen  and 
Portknockie  and  the  Parishes  of  Gamrie,  x\hah,  Forgleu, 
Inverkeithny,  Deskford,  and  the  greater  portion  of  Grange, 
the  whole  Count}'  is  provided  with  skilled  nursing  sendees 
from  the  Local  Associations.  It  is  expected  that  during  the 
current  year  the  Village  of  Gardenstowu  and  the  eastern 
portion  of  Gamrie  will  be  in  a position  to  establish  a District 
Nursing  Association  for  that  area  While  the  Burghs  of 
Cullen  and  Portknockie  have  no  Nursing  Associations,  the 
Health  Visiting  work  in  these  Burghs  is  done  by  the  whole- 
time  Health  Visitor  from  Buckie.  The  Burgh  of  Buckie  has 
two  District  Nurses,  but  their  services  as  Maternity  Nurses 
are  not  taken  advantage  of  so  fully  as  they  might  be. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  Buckie  weekly,  and  in 
the  Burghs  of  Banff,  Macduff,  Aberchirder,  Keith  and  Port- 
soy monthly.  The  average  weekly  attendance  at  Buckie 
during  the  year  was  35  and  the  average  monthly  attendance 
at  Banff  20;  Macduff'  26;  Aberchirder  19;  Keith  34;  and  Port- 
spy  10.  A Medical  Practitioner  is  in  attendance  and  in  addi- 
tion to  seeing  the  children  gives  a short  “Health  Talk’’  at 
every  meeting  to  the  mothers.  The  success  of  these  Clinics 
is  due  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Voluntary  Health  Associa- 
tions who  have  undertaken  their  management  and  to  whom 
the  best  thanks  of  the  County  Council  is  due. 
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Institutional  Treatment  for  Children  suffering  from 
Tcalmitrition,  etc.,  is  secured  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  the 
Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  and  other  local  Hospitals. 

Institutional  Treatment  of  women  suffering  from  com- 
plications of  pregnancy  or  confinement  or  whose  home  cir- 
cumstances are  unsatisfactor}-  is  provided  at  the  IMaternity 
Hospital,  Aberdeen,  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  and  the  Sea- 
f eld  Cottage  Hos]htal. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Department  of  Health  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  his 
annual  report,  but  it  has  to  be  kept  in  mind,  that  in  regard 
to  the  home  visitation  of  infants  and  mothers,  the  statistics 
refer  only  to  those  areas  in  which  there  are  Health  Visitors — 

;.  Birllis. 

(a)  Xumber  registered — Legitimate  940,  Illegitimate  139. 
(bj  Xumber  notified  S50. 

2.  Iiifaiililc  Morlalily. 

(a)  Xumber  of  deaths  So. 

(b)  Rate  per  1000  births  74. 

(c)  Xumber  of  deaths  classified  according  to  age  groups 

and  causes  of  death. 

Age  Groups  : — 

Under  i week  

I week  and  under  4 weeks  

4 weeks  and  under  3 months  .. 

3 months  and  under  6 months 
6 months  and  under  12  months 

Causes  of  Death  : — 

Measles  i 

Whooping  Cough  r 

Other  epidemic  diseases  3 

Pneumonia  14 

Bronchitis  9 

Diarrhrea  3 

3.  Maternal  Mortality. 

(a)  Xumber  of  deaths  resulting  from  miscarriage  or  child 
birth,  4. 

tb)  Xumber  of  deaths  resulting  from  ])uerperal  sepsis,  2. 


Marasmus  7 

Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  birth  

Atrophy  and  debilitj-  ... 

Xervous  diseases  

All  other  causes  


28 

9 

19 

9 

15 
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Report  under  Midrvives  (Scotland)  Act,  igi5- 
Xo  intimation  of  “Intention  to  practise”  has  been  re- 
ceived . 
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l^rc-\'atal  Consitltalious.  Nil. 

S.  Post-Natal  and  other  Consultations.  Nil. 

g.  Child  W’clfare  Consultations. 

A child  welfare  clinic  is  held  weekly  in  Buckie  and 
monthly  in  Banff,  Macduff,  Aberchirdcr,  Portsoy, 
and  Keith. 

lo.  Special  Treatment  Centres. 

(i)  Teeth.  (2)  Kyes.  (3)  Other  ailments.  (4)  Ultra 
violet  light  clinics.  Nil. 

II..  Day  Nurseries.  Kindcroarte)is  a)id  Play  Centres.  Nil. 

12.  Pood  and  Millc. 

Number  of  children  in  respect  of  whom  applications 
were  made,  4. 

Number  certiffed  on  medical  grounds.  Nil. 

Number  certified  as  necessitous,  4. 

13.  Measles. 

Number  of  cases  notified.  Nil.  Number  of  deaths,  4. 

14.  Whooping  Cough. 

Number  of  cases  notified.  Nil.  Number  of  deaths,  2. 

15.  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum. — 

See  infectious  disease  section. 

16.  Maternity  Hospitals. 

1.  Pre-natal  cases. 

(aj  Number  of  cases  treated,  S. 

(b)  .Statement  of  conditions  found. 

Hyperemisis,  3. 

Threatened  abortion,  2. 

Diabetes,  i. 

Haemorrhage,  i. 

Other  conditions,  i. 

2.  Number  admitted  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  home 

conditions,  4. 

3.  Number  admitted  for  complicated  labour,  11. 

4.  Number  admitted  for  complications  following  con- 

finement, 4. 

Tlie  above  patients  were  treated  either  in  the  Lhal- 
mers  Hospital,  the  Seaficld  Cottage  Hospital,  or 
^Maternity  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 


12 


jj.  Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers  before  and  after  Confine- 
ment. Nil. 

18.  Hospitals  for  Sick  Children. 

Six  children  were  treated  either  in  the  Chalmers 
Hospital,  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  or  the  Kose- 
Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder. 

19.  Convalescent  Homes.  Nil. 

20.  Boarding-out.  Nil. 

21.  Home  Helps.  Nil. 

22.  Educational. 

Short  “talks”  on  health  matters  were  given  to  the 
mothers  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  at  Buckie, 
Banff,  Macduff,  Portsoy,  Aberchirder,  and  Keith. 

2.  School  Children — medical  inspection,  supervision  and 
treatment. 

vSee  School  iMedical  Officer’s  Report. 


3.  Infectious  diseases,  notifiable  and  non=notifiable — in- 
cidence— any  special  action  to  deal  with  influenza, 
pneumonia,  measles,  whooping  cough,  encephalitis 
lethargica,  infective  jaundice,  psittacosis.  Refer  to 
any  arrangements  for  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

There  were  notified  throughout  the  Count\*  159  cases  of 
this  disease  compared  with  90  cases  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  areas  in  which  the  largest  number  of  cases  occurred 
were  the  Banff  District,  Keith  District,  and  the  Burghs  of 
Buckie  and  Keith.  In  the  Banff  District  there  were  43  cases 
notified,  the  great  majoriU'  of  which  resided  in  Oardens- 
town  and  Crovie,  and  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Buckie.  BcNmnd  these  areas  there  were  only  sporadic  cases. 
In  the  Keith  District  20  cases  were  notified.  These  occurred 
in  Tomintoul,  Glenlivet,  Ballindallocli,  and  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Keith.  In  the  Burgli  of  Keith  45  cases 
u'ere  reported.  The  epidemic  in  the  first  instance  was  con- 
fined to  pupils  in  the  Roman  Catholic  School,  but  latterly 
spread  to  the  jMoss  Street  School,  where  it  continued  for 
months  accompanied  b}’’  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  sore 
throat  illnesses.  In  the  Burgh  of  Buckie  there  were  notified 
33  cases.  These  were  distributed  tl’.roughout  the  year,  were 


not  associated  with  any  particular  school,  and  could  not  bo 
traced  to  any  common  source.  The  distribution  of  the  re- 
maining cases  were — Banff  i,  Portsoy  5,  Cullen  2,  Port- 
knockie  6,  Findochty  2,  and  Dufftown  i. 

There  was  one  death  from  scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  notified  30  cases  of  diphtheria  compared 
with  20  in  the  preceding  year.  In  Portknockie  13  cases  were 
notified  during  the  month  of  December.  In  investigating 
the  source  of  the  first  notified  cases,  it  was  found  that  some 
weeks  previouslj'  there  had  been  two  deaths  of  children  in 
one  family  who  had  suffered  from  sore  throats  and  now  be- 
lieved to  have  been  diphtheria.  The  infant  classes  in  the 
Portknockie  School  were  affected  with  sore  throat  illness, 
and  many  of  these  children  were  found  in  school  to  have 
nasal  diphtheria.  Cases  were  reported  in  4 families  related 
to  the  family  in  which  the  deaths  occurred.  Closure  of  the 
school  and  isolation  of  the  cases  of  nasal  diphtheria,  and  the 
removal  to  hospital  of  all  subsequent  cases  were  successful  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease,  which  was  of  a particu- 
larly virulent  type.  Five  cases  were  notified  in  Portsoy, 
where  the  disease  was  believed  to  have  been  introduced  by  a 
visitor  from  Glasgow  convalescent  from  diphtheria.  In  Gar- 
denstown  there  were  3 cases  of  a ver>'  severe  type,  and  as 
there  was  delay  in  getting  medical  attendance,  2 children 
died.  The  distribution  of  the  remaining  cases  was  as  follows 
— Keith  District,  i;  Findochty,  4;  and  i in  Aberlour  Orphan- 
age. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

During  the  year  there  were  notified  10  cases  of  enteric 
fever,  of  which  i occurred  in  the  Keith  District,  i in  the 
Banff  District,  and  8 in  Aberchirder.  The  patient  in  the 
Keith  District  resided  in  the  Parish  of  Aberlour.  He  had 
been  discharged  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Elgin,  after  an 
illness  of  paratyphoid  fever,  and  on  returning  to  his  home 
had  developed  pneumonia.  Pie  was  admitted  to  tlie  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  Dufftown,  where  he  died  of  pneumonia.  In 
Aberchirder  there  was  an  epidemic  of  8 cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  the  case  in  the  Banff  District  was  one  of  this  out- 
break. The  source  of  infection  was  found  to  be  a female 
typhoid  carrier,  who  was  subsequently  operated  on  in  the 
City  Plospital,  Aberdeen,  and  is  now  free  of  infection. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  typhoid  fever. 
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Erysipelas. 

Notifications,  iS.  Deaths,  o.  Two  cases  were  treated 
in  the  Campbell  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Notifications,  9.  Deaths,  o.  .Six  persons  suffering  from 
puerperal  py^rexia  were  treated  cither  in  the  Chalmers  Hos- 
])ital,  Banff,  the  Rose  innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  or  the 
Turner  ^Memorial  Hospital,  Keith. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Notifications,  3.  Deaths,  2.  Two  cases  were  treated 
in  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff. 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  and  Pneumonia. 

Notifications,  136.  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia, 
43.  23  patients  suffering  from  pneumonia  were  treated  iii 

hospital. 

Dysentery. 

Notifications,  47.  Deaths,  o.  The  majority  of  cases  of 
dysentery  occurred  either  in  the  Burgh  of  Keith  or  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  where  in  recent  y^ears  this 
disease  appears  to  have  become  endemic. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Notifications,  2.  Both  cases  were  treated  in  the  Chal- 
mers Hospital,  Banff.  There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in 
cither  case. 

Chickenpox. 

Notifications,  17.  Deaths,  o. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Notifications,  i.  Deaths,  i.  One  case  of  this  disease 
was  notified  in  Portgordon. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 

Notifications,  5.  Deaths,  3.  These  cases  of  cerebro 
spinal  meningitis  occurred  in  three  families  in  Buckie.  The 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  was  confirmed  by'  bacteriological  ex- 
amination. One  child  died  at  home,  i in  the  Campbell  Hos- 
pital, and  I in  the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 

No  special  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  any  other  dis- 
eases. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  for  the  use  of 
Medical  Practitioners  are  stocked  in  Banff,  Portsoy,  Buckie, 
Abercliirder,  Keith,  and  Dufftown. 


No  methods  of  active  im..iunisation  against  scarlet 
fever  or  diphtheria  have  been  in  use  witli  the  excep- 
tion of  the  iminnnisation  of  the  nursing  staff  at  the  infections 
diseases  hospitals. 


The  following  table  shews  the  incidence  of  notifiable  in- 
fectious diseases  in  the  two  landward  areas  and  the  Burghs 
during  1932  : — 
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‘1.  Tuberculosis — Provision  and  Treatment. 

During  1932  there  were  received  a total  of  30  notifica- 
tions of  pulmonary'  tuberculosis  compared  with  26  in  the 
preceding  year,  which  was  the  lowest  on  record.  1 he 
number  is  less  than  half  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  when 
compulsory  notification  came  into  operation  in  1914- 

The  distribution  of  these  cases  in  the  landward  area  and 
the  various  Burghs  in  the  County  is  shewn  in  the  following 
table  and,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  number  received 
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ill  the  preceding'  year  and  the  average  nniiiber  received  for 
the  three  preceding  qniiKpiennial  periods  is  also  shewn  ; — 


1932. 

1931. 

.\verage 
lor  i>crio<l 
1926-1930. 

Average 
for  iKiriod 
1921-1926. 

.Average 
for  period 
1916-1920. 
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County  

..  30 

26 

33-4 

44.2 

68.2 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to  pnlmonar}'  tuber- 
culosis was  28  compared  with  21  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
average  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  re- 
gistered in  the  three  preceding  quinquennial  periods  was  29, 
34.8,  and  45. 

According  to  age,  the  notified  cases  and  deaths  in  1932 
were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Notified  Cases.  Deaths. 


Under  i year  — i 

I year  and  under  5 years — — 

5 years  and  under  15  years 4 5 

13  years  and  under  25  years  4 4 

25  years  and  under  45  years  13  n 

45  years  and  under  65  j^ears  6 3 

65  years  and  upwards  3 4 


In  addition  to  these  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
'Notifications  were  received  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis, 
including  superficial  glands  9,  abdominal  4,  spine  i,  bones 
and  joints  4,  other  organs  2,  and  lupus  i. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  10  as  compared  with  8,  14,  13,  20,  12,  16,  and  31  in  tlie 
immediately  preceding  years. 

Institutional  Treatment.  — The  institutional  treatment 
tor  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  consists  of  10  beds  in  a 
special  pavilion  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  and  such 
beds  at  the  Turner  IMemorial  Hospital,  Keith,  as  are  not 
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required  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases  from  the 
Ihirgh  of  Keith.  Patients  have  also  been  treated  in  the  Rosc- 
Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  the  Grampian  Sanatorium, 
Kingussie,  and  patients  suffering  from  advanced  tuberculosis 
Avith  no  home  accommodation  were  treated  in  one  of  the 
wards  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dufftown.  Cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  requiring  operative  treatment  or 
treatment  in  an  institution  are  accommodated  in  the  main 
building  of  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  and  the  Turne" 
^lemorial  Hospital,  Keith. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Rose-Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder, 
have  recently  erected  two  shelters  in  the  grounds  of  the  hos- 
pital. These  are  very  suitable  for  cither  pulmonary  or  non- 
puhnouary  cases  and  during  suitable  weather  they  are  both 
occiqAied. 

Patients  iequiring  special  orthopaedic  treatment  may  be 
sent  to  Woodend  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
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The  Institutions  in  which  those 

patients 

were 

treated 

were  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff, 

the  Turn 

er  Memorial 

nospuai,  Keitn,  the  Kosc-innes  iiospuui, 

Grampian  Sanatcrium,  Kingussie,  and  the  Isolation  Hr)s- 
pital,  Dufftown. 
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Domiciliary  Treatment. — Fourtecu  patients  were  in  re- 
ceipt of  special  benefits  under  tlie  Tuberenlo.sis  Fchcnie. 
These  include  the  provision  of  special  foods  such  as  milk, 
beef  and  eggs. 

Tuberculosis  Order. — In  tenus  of  this  (Jrder  there  were 
dealt  with  72  animals,  of  evhich  6 suffered  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  udder.  In  the  preceding  7 years,  the  numlx.-rs  de-alt 
with  were,  respective! j- : — 8q  with  12  udders  affected;  86- 
with  2 udders  affected;  100  with  4 udders  affected;  8q  witli 
4 udders  affected;  76  with  i udder  affected;  57  with  11 
udders  affected;  and  17  with  2 udders  affected. 

5.  Venereal  Diseases — prevention  and  treatment. 

P'or  the  purpose  of  The  Public  Health  (Venereal 
Diseases)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1916,  this  Count5' con- 
tinues to  be  one  of  the  partners  in  the  joint  scheme  for  the 
City  of  Aberdeen  and  the  North-Eastern  Counties.  Out- 
patient clinics  are  held  practically  daily  at  the  Royal  Infirm- 
ary, Aberdeen.  In  addition  to  these  facilities  for  treatment, 
out-patient  clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Chalmers 
Hospital,  Banff.  MonthU-  statements  are  received  fiom 
these  two  institutions  giving  particulars  of  the  number  of 
new  patients  who  have  attended  for  treatment,  and  the 
number  of  attendances  of  both  new  and  old  patients.  The 
following  table  gives  the  particulars  for  the  \^ear  in  regard 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Chalmers  Hos- 
pital, Banff  : — 

Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen. 
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Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff. 


Jiiuuary  2 

February  2 

March  i 

April  2 

May  — 

June  I 

July  I 
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2 68 
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— 22 
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2 26 


From  the  above  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  iS  new  cases 
attended  at  the  Roj'al  Infirmary,  Aberdeen.  In  the  preced- 
ing ten  years  the  numbers  were  respectively  ig,  15,  3,  g,  16,. 
iS,  10,  13,  10,  and  II. 

At  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  the  number  of  new 
cases  in  ig32  was  ig.  In  the  preceding  eight  vears  the  num- 
bers were  respectively  25,  23,  12,  14,  17,  24,  ig,  and  20. 

These  statistics  shew  that  advantage  is  being  taken  of 
the  facilities  for  treatment  provided  at  these  institutions. 

As  there  is  no  system  of  notification  in  operation  in  con- 
nection with  the  venereal  diseases,  there  is  no  proper  infor- 
mation available  as  to  the  actual  incidence  of  these  diseases. 
Some  authorities  have  asked  for  a system  of  notification  for 
their  areas  but  so  far  powers  have  not  been  given  them,  it 
being  argued  that  persons  suffering  from  these  diseases 
would  avoid  seeking  treatment  if  it  involved  having  their 
cases  reported.  There  are  circumstances  in  which  more 
powers  are  required.  Information  is  sometimes  obtained 
from  patients  that  goes  to  show  the  existence  of  an  active 
source  of  infection  in  a district,  yet  when  the  suspected  per- 
son is  asked  to  attend  for  treatment  there  is  no  response  and 
nothing  done. 


20 


6.  Neurological  and  psychiatric  service  (for  mental  dis- 
ability in  the  pre-cerlification  stages.) 

No  arrangements  for  consultations  or  neurological 
clinics  have  yet  been  made. 


7.  Sick  Poor — Arrangements  for  medical  care  and 
nursing. 

iNIedical  attendance  on  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes 
is  provided  the  Parish  ?^Iedical  Officers  as  formerly. 
Where  institutional  treatment  is  found  to  be  necessar\%  it  is 
provided  at  the  vSeafield  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie,  the  local 
hospitals  within  the  County,  and  at  the  Royal  Infinnar\-, 
Aberdeen.  The  County  Council  subscribes  to  the  funds  of 
the  Local  District  Nursing  Associations  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  their  nurses  for  attendance  on  the  sick  poor. 


8.  Hospital  and  Ambulance  facilities. 

For  the  transport  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease,  motor  ambulances  are  provided  at  the  Campbell 
Hospital,  Portsoy,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dufftown.  At 
the  Rose-lnnes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  and  the  Turner  Me- 
morial Hospital,  Keith,  there  are  horse  ambulances  available 
both  for  infectious  disease  and  non -infectious  disease  cases. 

At  Buckie,  there  is  a motor  ambulance  for  the  transport 
of  sick  poor  persons  to  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Stationed  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff',  is  a motor 
ambulance,  the  propert}*  of  the  County  Ambulance  Com- 
mittee. This  ambulance  is  available  for  the  transport  of 
patients  suffering  from  disease  or  accident  in  aiiv  part  of  the 
count}’^  but  is  mainly  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the 
Chalmers  Hospital. 


F.  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  are  in  the  County  136  Factories  and  Workshops, 
of  which  12  are  retail  bakehouses.  The  Sanitarv  Inspector 
made  227  inspections  of  these  premises,  and  sent  written 
notices  in  respect  of  five  defects,  all  of  which  were  remedied. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  County  of  Banff  during  1932. 


1.  Typhoid  Fever  2 

2.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

3.  Scarlet  Fever i 

4.  Whooping  Cough  2 

5.  Diphtheria  2 

6.  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

7.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

8.  Other  Epidemic  Diseases i 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  28 

10.  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

11.  Other  Infectious  Diseases 3 

12.  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

13.  Diabetes  3 

14.  Other  General  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  86 

16.  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  18 

17.  Heart  Disease  114 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

19.  Bronchitis  44 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  43 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  3 

22.  Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer  9 

23.  Diarrhoea  5 

24.  Appendicitis  5 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  i 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  20 

29.  Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System  ...  15 

30.  Puerperal  Sepsis  2 

31.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  4 

32.  Diseases  of  Skin  and  Locomotor  System 6 

33.  Congen.  Debil.,  Prem.  Birth,  &c 4° 

34.  Old  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  26 

35.  Suicide  5 

36.  Other  violence  ^9 

37.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  •••  ••• 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  •••  ^^3 


APPENDIX  II. 


HOSPITALS. 

Reports  by  Medical  Officers. 

SEAFIELD  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL,  BUCKIE. 

Accommodation. — ^There  is  accommodation  for  17  adults 
and  for  5 small  children.  During  the  year  the  average  num- 
ber of  beds  occupied  was  15.  The  highest  number  occupied 
was  26  on  31/12/32,  the  smallest  number  14  on  15/6/32. 
There  were  106  cases  admitted  during  the  year,  and  So  dis- 
charged, the  average  stay  being  36  days.  This  does  not  take 
into  account  cases  coming  in  for  operation,  e.g.,  Removal  of 
Tonsils,  and  staying  less  than  a day. 

Classification  of  Cases. — During  the  year  iiy  cases  were 
dealt  with,  and  may  be  classified  as  follows : — 


Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  15 

Pneumonia,  10 

Empyema,  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases,  4 

Injuries,  Fractures,  Wounds,  10 

Diseases  of  the  Heart,  i 

Skin  Diseases,  4 

Burns  and  Scalds,  4 

Rheumatism  and  Rheumatic  Conditions,  5 

Acute  Cellulitis  and  Abscesses,  7 

Nephritis,  Disease  of  Kidnevs,  2 

Cholecystitis,  i 

Paraphymosis  i 

Prolapsus  Ani  i 

Rickets,  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis,  r 

Cancer  i 

Malnutrition,  4 

Acute  Alcoholism,  i 

Senility,  2 

Pregnancy,  12 

Melaena  Neonatorum,  i 

Children  Born q 

Gynaecological  r 

No  Disease,  14 
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In  addition  there  were  treated  by  operation  85  cases, 
which  were  less  than  i day  in  Hospital. 


Visitation  by  Medical  Officers. — The  Hospital  was 
visited  714  times  during  the  year,  275  of  those  being  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Junior  iMedical  Officers. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  is  ample,  and  appliances 
are  provided  to  make  it  available  in  case  of  lire. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — These  are  in  excellent  oi'dcr ; 
but  extra  accommodation  for  Laundry  work  is  urgently 
required. 

Nursing  Arrangements, — The  Nursing  vStaff  consists  of 
the  [Matron,  one  Nurse  and  one  Probationer.  This  is  now 
considered  insufficient,  and  another  Nurse  is  about  to  be 
added  to  the  .Staff.  Additional  temporary  Nurses  are  pro- 
cured when  there  is  need  for  their  services. 

During  the  year  a Sitting-room  and  Bedroom  were  added 
for  the  use  of  the  [Matron. 

Dietary. — The  dietary  is  liberal,  and  of  a high  standard. 

Bathing. — If  certified  fit,  patients  are  bathed  on  ad- 
mission ; once  weekly  as  routine,  and  oftener  if  necessary. 

.Medicine  and  Medical  Appliances, — These  were  sup- 
plied in  quality  and  quantity  as  ordered. 

Equipment. — The  equipment  has  been  sufficient  and 
suitable  for  the  work  done  at  the  Hospital.  Two  more  wash- 
.hand  basins  have  been  installed. 

There  has  been  considerable  augmentation  during  the 
year  to  Linen,  Surgical  Instruments,  and  Furniture  for  the 
Wards  and  the  .Staff  quarters. 

Heating  and  Ventilation. — The  Central  Heating  System 
continues  to  give  satisfaction.  The  Wards  are  being  kept 
comfortably  warmed  and  well  ventilated.  A Gas  fire  has 
been  fitted  in  the  Maternity  Ward. 

Arrangements  for  Tuberculous,  Infectious,  *and  Ver= 
minous  Cases. — (i)  and  (3)  There  are  no  special  arrange- 
ments for  dealing  with  Tuberculous  or  Verminous  cases. 
(2)  Infectious  cases — .All  such  cases  suitalile  for  admission 
to  Campbell  Hospital,  Portsoy,  are  sent  there. 

Venereal  Diseases.  — Arrangements  as  in  former 
Reports. 

Treatment  of  Cancer  Cases. — There  are  no  special 
facilities  for  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Operations.— There  is  an  Operating  Theatre  equipped 
to  deal  with  the  commoner  operations.  Cases  requiring 
major  operations  are  generally  sent  to  Banff  or  Aberdeen. 


During  the  year  tlie  following  operations  were  per- 
formed under  a general  anaesthetic  : — 

Hypertrophied  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  6o 

Carious  Teeth,  9 

Circumcision 2 

T.B.  Glands,  8 

Uterine  Polypus,  i 

Removal  of  C\’sts,  2 

Contraction  of  Palmar  Fascia,  i 

Abscess,  I 

Deformed  Toes,  4 

Obstructed  labour,  i 

For  Emp}'ema,  i 

Fractures,  3 

For  Suppurative  Cellulitis,  4 
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Obstetric  Cases. — There  were  ii  births  at  the  Hospital 
during  the  year. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  13  deaths  occurred  at  the 
Hospital.  The  causes  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis,  i 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2 

Senile  Bronchitis,  i 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  i 

Scalds,  2 

Acut?  Nephritis,  i 

Pneumonia,  2 

Prematurity  i 

Melaena  Neonatorum,  i 

Fracture  of  Skull,  i 
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GEORGE  HENDRY,  M.B. 


Buckie,  30th  January  i933- 


CAMPBELL  HOSPITAL,  PORTSOY. 


The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Hospital  during 
tlie  year  1932  was  as  follows  : — 


Uospita 

31/12/31. 

w 

1 

V3 

5 

Hospital 

31/12/32. 

p 

Scarlet  Fever  

iS 

69 

75 

I 

II 

Diphtheria  

— 

30 

13 

0 

0 

14 

Typhoid  Fever  

I 

7 

7 

I 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

3 

I 

2 

— 

Measles  Pneumonia  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

19 

114 

lOI 

7 

25 

During  last  year,  for  the  first  time,  Pneumonia  was  ad- 
mitted for  treatment.  As  this  disease,  and  ^Meningitis,  re- 
quire constant  and  expert  nursing,  the  Hospital  work  was 
increased  to  a greater  extent  than  the  number  of  patients 
would  indicate.  All  the  wards  were  occupied  for  a great  part 
of  the  year. 

The  IMatron  and  staft'  performed  their  duties  very  satis- 
factorily indeed. 

JOHN  W.  MACRAE,  Medical  Officer. 
ist  March  1933. 


UPPER  DISTRICT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL, 
DUFFTOWN. 

During  the  year  1932  there  were  treated  in  the  above 
hos]fital  : — 

II  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

2 Cases  of  Diphtheria. 

2 Cases  of  Typhoid  Carriers. 

2 Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

I Case  of  Paratyphoid  was  admitted  which  was  also  suf- 
fering from  Acute  Pneumonia  and  whicli  subseciuently  died. 

C.  M.  STEPHEN,  Medical  Officer. 


APPENDIX  in. 


LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS  FOR  BANFFSHIRE. 
JANUARY— DECEMBER,  ic,.s2. 


DIPHTHERIA—  Positive 

Throat  and  nose  swabs  25 

TUEERCULOvSIS— 
vSputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  64 

Pus  for  tubercle  bacilli  i 

Faeces  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  o 
Lh'incs  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  2 

Cerebro-spiual  fluids  for  tubercle 

bacilli  o 

Pleural  fluids  for  tubercle  bacilli  o 

TYPHOID— 

Blood  cultures  5 

Widals  6 

Faeces  15 

Urines  i 

Pus  o 

PARATYPHOID  A,  B,  and  C— 

Blood  cultures  o 

Widals  I 

Faeces  o 

Urines  o 

BACILLARY  DYvSENTERY— 

Faeces  52 

UN  DU  LA  NT  FEVER— 
Ag.s^lutinations  i 

GENERAL— 


30 

34 

23 

I 


10." 


96 


0.1 


gativf. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

340 

365 

192 

25b 

365 

13 

14 

s 

s 

34 

3b 

4 

4 

3b 

49 

26 

1 


I 

104 

4 


T4t 


144 


III 


148 


34 


Eacces  for  organisms  i 

Faeces  for  protozoal  examination  i 

Urines  : — 

General  pathological  examination  ...  94 

Bacteriological  examination  S(S 

Cercbro-spinal  fluids  ir 

Pleural  fluids  s; 

198 


Blood  cultures  

Blood  counts  

Differential  cell  counts  

Pus  for  organisms  

Fluid  for  organisms  

Sputum  for  organisms  

Throat  and  nose  swabs  for  organisms  ... 

Eye  swabs  for  organisms  

\'accines  

Waters  : — 

Bacteriological  examination  

Chemical  examination  

Histological  specimens  

FockI  poisoning  : — 

Agglutinations  

Faeces  

Urines  

Pus  

-Milks  ; — 

Bacterial  counts  

Organisms  

Miscellaneous  

\’enereal  Diseases  : — 

Wassermann  Reactions  

Kahn  Tests  

Gonococcal  smears  

Biochemical  Examinations  : — 

Blood  sugar  

Blood  urea  

Urine  sugar  

h'aeces  for  blood  

Miscellaneous  

Animal  Inoculation  : — 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  milk  deposit 

for  tubercle  bacilli  

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  urine  for 

tubercle  bacilli  

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  pleural  fluid 
for  tubercle  bacilli  


13 

25 

33 

56 

6 

84 

89 

8 

64 

30 

31 


1 

2 
I 
I 


36 

4 

I 

i8i3 

61 

61 

54 


II 

0 

1 
I 2 

2 

28 


66 

5 


72 
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COl  NTY  OF  H AXFF. 

REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1932. 

During  the  3’ear  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  County 
has  been  good,  and  systematic  inspections  were  made  by  the 
Sanitarj'  Inspector  in  all  villages  and  hamlets  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  nuisances  requiring  to  be  dealt 
with. 

The  following  summaries  indicate  sanitar}'  work  over- 


taken ill  the  Count\'  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Insanitary  houses  and  bothies  dealt  with.  - 36 

Remedied  more  or  less,  - - - - ...  7 

2.  Unsatisfactorj'  water  supplies  dealt  with,  - 4 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  3 

3.  Defective  drains,  traps,  W.Cs.,  &c.,  dealt  with,  - 12 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  12 

4.  Dirty  houses,  premises,  including  ashpit  privies,  - 

•VC.,  dealt  with,  - - - - 13 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  17 

h.  Dirty  cowsheds  milk  stores  and  cows,  etc.,  (milk 

premises),  dealt  with,  - - - 31 

Remedied,  - - - - - ...  31 

■fi.  Dirty  cowsheds,  milk  stores  and  cows  (butter  and 

cheese  premises),  dealt  with,  - - - hi) 

Remedied,  - - - - . 32 

7.  Defective,  or  want  of,  ashpits  and  privies  de.alt  with,  4 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  3 

8.  Middens  and  foul  accumulations  dealt  with  - 16 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  12 


9.  Sundries — Choked  dreins,  overcrowding,  means  of 

ventilation,  &c..  de.alt  with,  - - - 8 

Remedied,  - - - - ....  8 

10.  Workshops  and  workplaces  dealt  with,  - - 0 

Remedied,  - - - - - ...  o 

Totals,  - - 233  180 

Housing. — During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in- 
spected 36  defective  liouses  under  the  Housing  (Iiis])ection 
of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland)  102S.  These  were  re- 
ported to  a fleeting  of  the  Landward  ^lembers  of  the  County 
■Council  recommending  that  Notices  under  .Section  14  (i)  of 


the  Housing  (vScotlaiul)  Act,  ig^o,  be  served  on  the  various 
owners,  calling  upon  them  to  remedy  the  defects  specified 
in  the  Report.  After  discussion  the  County  Sanitary  In- 
spector was  instructed  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Architect  to  prepare  a list  of  twenty  selected  cases  capable 
of  repair  and  to  submit  to  the  Ilou.sing  Sub-Committee  a 
Report  on  lo  of  these  containing  proposals  with  relative  esti- 
mate of  cost  of  repair.  This  Report  has  been  pre]jared  by 
the  two  officials  but  has  not  yet  l>een  considered  by  tlie  Hous- 
ing Sub-Committee  In  the  1930  Report  mention  was  made 
of  the  serious  sub-letting  in  the  Special  Districts  of  Gardens- 
town,  Whitehills  and  Portgordon.  A detailed  Report  on  the 
Housing  conditions  was  prepared  bj'  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
with  a suggestion  that  houses  should  be  built  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act, 
1924.  This  Report  was  considered  by  the  Landward  Mem- 
bers of  the  County  Council  when  they  decided  not  to  build 
houses  in  the  Special  Districts,  Imt  they  a.greed  to  adopt  a 
vSeheme  of  Assistance  of  Private  Enterprise  under  the  Hous- 
ing, &c.,  Act,  1923,  whereby  the  Go\’'ernment  subsidy  of 
T/j.50  may  be  increased  by  an  additional  maximum  grant  of 
X.50,  according  to  the  size  and  construction  of  the  dwelling- 
house.  During  the  year  tw'o  dwelling-houses  were  erected 
in  the  village  of  Wdntehills,  the  maximum  grant  of  /.too 
being  approved  in  each  case.  As  far  as  is  known  only  one 
dw'elling-house  was  erected  in  the  rural  area  of  the  County 
without  the  aid  of  a subsidy  during  1932.  A statement  of 
proceedings  by  tlie  Sanitary  Inspector  as  designated  officer 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1928, 
and  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  sec  Appendix  I. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. — During  the  3'ear 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  reconditioning  of 
dwelling-houses  under  the  Hous’ng  (Rural  Workers)  Act, 
1926.  E'ghteen  appl'cat'ons  were  approved  In-  the  County 
Council,  and  Ceitilicate  “A”  gi anted  to  the  following  ; — 

The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-house.^  at — 

16  Knock  Street,  Whitehills. 

18  Knock  Street,  Whitehills. 

54  Back  Street,  Newmill. 

Cottar  House,  Nethcrmills,  Grange. 

Clochan,  Enzie. 

Ardlui,  Cabrach. 

Dyrackstry  pc , 1 n verkei  t h n\- . 

Cottar  House,  Boghead,  Inverkeithny. 

Cottar  Hou.se,  Thriepland,  Bovndie. 

Wellficld,  Ord,  Banff. 

76  iMain  Street,  Xewmill. 

2 Cottar  Houses,  Gleufarclas,  Inveravon. 

Dcrrylane,  Inveravon . 


Tlic  provision  of  water  supplies,  drainage,  ^-c.,  at-  — 

SI  I iel  park , Rotli  ienia\- . 

Anville  Cottrge,  Fordyce. 

Cottar  Houses,  Balgreen,  Cainrie. 

Bruntyards,  Oaniric. 

Poolside,  Deskford. 

The  following  works  were  completed  during  the  year 
and  Certificate  B granted  : — 

The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-houses  at 

Slackhead,  Glen  of  Xewniill. 
i^trij^eside,  Glen  of  Xewniill. 
r vSeafield  Street,  AMiitehills. 

49  Low  Shore,  \'\diitehills. 
i6  Knock  Street,  V^'hitehills. 
iS  Knock  Street,  Vdhitehills. 

South  Feith-hill,  Inverkeithny. 

Gordonstown  Croft,  Ordicjuhdl. 

Cottar  House,  Tynct  Mills,  Enzie. 

2 Cottar  Hous,.s,  Lcanhead,  Boyndie. 

77  Back  Street,  X’^ewiuill. 

i.ta^  East  fiigh  Street,  Portgordon. 

6 P.ast  High  Street,  Portgordon. 

Clochan,  luizic. 

Cottar  House,  X"ethennills,  Grange. 

Cottar  House,  Boghead,  imerkeithny. 

Ardlui,  Cahrach. 

1 he  provision  of  a water  supply,  drainage,  X-c.,  at — 

Bracohrae,  Grange. 

Shiel])ark,  Rothieniay. 


Since  the  Scheme  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Act  canic  into  o])c*ration,  gz  applications  liavc  been  granted,, 
the  total  amount  of  grant  approved  being  £06^8  15s  gd. 
77  Dwelling-houses  have  been  reconditioned,  8 stores,  X’c.,. 
converted  into  dwelling-houses  and  40  dwelling-houses  jiro- 
vided  with  water  supplies,  drainage,  and  minor  improve- 
ments. 


\Vater  Supplies, — There  are  eight  siiecial  water  supply 
districts  in  the  County,  viz.,  Cro\de  and  Gardenstown,  in 
the  Parish  of  Gamrie ; Whitehills,  in  the  Parish  of  Boyndie  ; 
Fordyce,  in  the  Parish  of  Fordyce;  Portgordon,  in  the  Parish 


of  Rathvcn  ; Tomintoul,  in  the  Parish  of  Kirkniichatl ; New- 
mill,  in  the  Parish  of  Keith  ; and  Crannoch,  in  the  Parish  of 
Grange. 

There  was  a plentiful  supply  of  water  in  each  of  the 
Special  Districts  during  the  year.  At  Whitehills  during  the 
summer  a shortage  was  experienced  on  one  occasion  due  to 
a defective  service  pipe,  which  on  Ircing  repaired,  the  supply 
was  again  maintained.  The  present  supply  to  the  village  is 
now  taxed  to  its  utmost,  and  when  a leak  occurs  in  the 
system  a shortage  is  experienced,  particularh'  at  the  Trinity 
Manse,  which  is  the  highest  dwelling-house  in  the  village. 
In  the  1931  Report  mention  was  made  regarding  the'  aug- 
mentation of  the  Whitehills  Supply.  Investigations  were 
made  above  the  Blairmaud  Reservoir  on  the  Farm  of  Blair- 
maud,  when  a supply  of  approxiniatel3^  10,000  gallons  per  24 
hours  was  discovered.  A report  and  estimate  was  submitted 
to  the  Banff  District  Council  by  the  CounW  Architect,  giv- 
ing the  estimated  cost  of  /,300  for  convej'ing  this  supph'  to 
the  present  system.  The  District  Council,  after  considering 
the  Scheme  and  cost,  resolved  to  defer  consideration.  Investi- 
gations were  also  made  during  the  year  of  supplies  on  the 
farms  of  Alehouseburn  and  Nether  Blairmaud.  The  Ale- 
houseburn  supply  was  found  to  be  to  a large  extent  land 
drainage,  and  instructions  were  given  not  to  investigate 
further.  At  Blairmaud  Farms,  a well,  known  as  “Dolh* 
Reid’s  Well,”  which  at  one  time  was  the  water  suppl\-  to 
houses  now  demolished,  was  opened  up,  when  a supph'  of 
approximatel3'  510  gallons  per  24  hours  was  found.  It  was 
estimated  that  to  connect  the  suppl3'  to  the  Reservoir  would 
cost  ^'iS,  and  considering  the  cost,  and  the  small  quantitv 
of  the  water  olrtained,  tlie  District  Council  resoh'cd  to  take 
no  action. 

in  regard  to  the  Newmill  supply,  the  Keith  District 
Council  are  meantime  negotiating  with  the  owners  of  the 
land  where  the  springs  are  situated  to  put  the  land  out  of 
rotation.  During  the  year  the  pipes  in  the  gathering  area 
at  Crannoch,  Grange,  which  have  frequenth’  been  causing 
troulile  due  to  them  becoming  silted  up  were  raised  and  re- 
laid,  apd  at  some  parts  renewed. 

The  supplies  in  all  the  Special  Districts  have  l-»oen  main- 
tained in  good  order,  and  no  alterations  or  improvements 
of  aii3'  note  have  lieen  carried  out  in  anv  of  the  other  Special 
Districts. 

In  tlie  rural  area  only  4 com]daiuts  were  received  re- 
garding defective  water  supplies.  Tliese  were  investigated 
and  dealt  with. 


Drainage. — There  are  five  special  drainage  districts  in 
the  County,  viz.  ; Fordyce,  Gardeustown,  Portgordon,  Toni- 
intoiil  and  Whitehills. 

Fordyce,  as  mentioned  in  pre\’ious  reports,  was  formed 
into  a special  drainage  district  many  years  ago,  and  still 
depends  on  an  obsolete  S3’stem  of  drainage.  A report  and 
estimate  for  a modern  s\-stem  of  sewers  was  submitted  to 
the  Cullen  District  Council  b\-  the  County  Architect.  The 
Council  considered  that  the  cost  was  prohibitive  for  such  a 
small  area,  and  decided  to  take  no  further  action. 

In  Whitehills,  a new  sewerage  s\'stem  was  laid  down  in 
1929,  and  at  the  end  of  1932,  153  private  drains  have  been 
connected  to  the  public  sewers,  which  still  leaves  80  pro- 
perties, the  drainage  of  which  is  not  yet  connected  to  the 
public  sewers,  but  still  connected  to  the  old  stone  drains, 
which  discharge  on  to  the  foreshore  and  which  is  consider- 
ably fouled  b>'  sewage.  Unless  these  proprietors  are  com- 
pelled to  disconnect  from  the  old  drains  and  connect  to  the 
new  sewers,  the  object  of  providing  a new  sewerage  system 
to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village  is  being  de- 
feated. The  Sanitarj-  Inspector  has  notified  each  defaulting 
owner  and  on  numerous  occasions  personallv’  urged  them 
to  caiT\’  out  the  required  works,  and  .the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  they  should  be  compelled  to  connect  up  witli 
the  new  system. 

Gardeustown,  Portgordon  and  Tomintoul  have  each  a 
modern  sv'stem  of  sewers,  and  each  have  been  maintained  in 
goo<l  order  during  the  >'ear.  Mention  was  made  in  the  two 
previous  annual  reports  regarding  the  unsatisfactory"  condi- 
tion of  the  drainage  at  Xewmill  and  Cornhill.  During  1932 
the  conditions  were  similar. 

In  regard  to  the  village  of  Cornhill,  the  Mariioch  Dis- 
trict Council  inspected  the  village,  drainage  along  with  the 
County  Officials,  and  instructions  were  given  to  the  County 
Architect  to  prepare  a scheme  and  estimate  for  a modern 
sewerage  system.  These  have  been  prepared,  and  will  be 
considered  by  the  Marnoch  District  Council  at  their  next 
meeting.  During  the  year  the  drainage  at  the  north  end  of 
the  ^lilltown  of  Rothiemay  was  choked  due  to  a defect  in 
the  flushing  arrangements  from  the  adjoining  burn.  The.se 
defects  were  remedied,  and  no  further  trouble  is  anticipated. 


12  defective  private  drains  were  dealt  with  during  the 
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year.  The  Department  of  Healtli  recpiest  the  Sanitary  In 
spector  to  incorporate  in  liis  Report  the  following  ; — 


Scavenging. — The  Special  Scavenging  Districts  are 
Gardenstown,  Fordyce,  Whitehills,  Sandend,  Portgordon, 
and  Ncwmill,  which  recently  was  formed  into  a special 
scavenging  district.  With  the  exception  of  Femdyce  and 
F'cwmill,  the  scavenging  was  carried  out  by  contractors, 
who  have  each  carried  out  their  duties  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  At  Gardenstown,  six  concrete  receptacles  are 
placed  at  convenient  centres  in  which  the  householders  de- 
posit their  refuse.  These  receptacles  are  emptied  b}’  a con- 
tractor bi-weekly,  or  at  more  frequent  periods,  as  required. 
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A*^  Fordycc  ami  Xewiiiill  jirivatc  ashpits  arc  in  use,  the 
houschoklcrs  being  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  some. 
A local  scavenger  is  einploj’etl  at  Fordyce  to  sweep  the 
streets,  and  a similar  arrangement  is  to  be  made  at  Newmill. 
At  Sandeiid  three  public  receptacles  are  provided  at  con- 
venient centres,  and  are  emptied  by  a contractor  at  regular 
intervals.  These  receptacles  are  situated  in  clo.se  proximity 
to  dwelling-houses  and  complaints  have  been  made  regard- 
ing offensive  odours  from  the  same.  The  Cullen  District 
Council,  on  th.c  recommendation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
decided  that  from  the  i6th  "May  1933  these  receptacles  be 
<lemolished,  and  the  cleansing  of  the  village  be  by  the  indi- 
vidual ashbin  system,  the  refuse  being  removed  every  alter- 
nate day  by  a contractor,  who  will  also  sweep  the  public 
street.  At  W'liitehills  the  refuse  is  removed  ever\"  alternate 
<lay  by  a contractor,  who'  is  also  responsible  for  the  cleaning 
of  the  streets,  and  the  emptying  of  street  gully  traps.  Not- 
withstanding this  efficient  service  it  was  found  that  the  fore- 
shore was  considerably  fouled  by  the  dumping  of  refuse  and 
other  offensive  matter.  W'arning  notice  boards  have  been 
erected  at  each  end  of  the  foreshore,  but  these  have  not  had 
the  desired  effect  of  discontinuing  the  dumping  of  these  foul 
accumulations.  These  offences  are  difficult  to  detect,  as  the 
operations  are  carried  out  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  Re- 
])eated  warnings  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appear  to  be  of 
no  avail,  and  the  only  remedy  will  be  to  take  legal  proceed- 
ings against  persons  found  depositing  their  refuse  on  the 
foreshore.  At  Portgordon  a scavenger  collects  the  refuse 
from  the  \ arious  dwelling-houses  and  deposits  them  into  re- 
fuse depots  placed  at  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  village. 
These  depots  are  cleaned  out  regularly  by  a contractor.  As 
regards  the  village  of  Tomintoul,  the  Dufftown  District 
Council  continues  their  annual  grant  of  £.12  10/-  in  order  to 
maintain  a certain  measure  of  cleansing  in  the  village.  In- 
spections were  made  of  the  ashpits,  privies,  etc.,  in  all  the 
populous  areas  in  the  Count\',  and  10  intimations  were 
served  on  tenants  regarding  foul  accumulation  and  dirty 
privies. 

VV'orkshops. — There  are  136  workshops  within  the 
County,  comprising — Bakers,  12;  Net  Barking,  2;  Black- 
smiths, 38;  Boatbuilder,  i;  Carpenters,  28;  Coopers,  5; 
Cycle  Repairers,  2;  Fisheurers,  8;  Millwriglits,  2;  Motor 
Rex)airer,  i;  Ropemaker,  r;  Sailmaker,  i ; Shoemakers,  16; 
Saddler,  i ; Tailors,  17;  Watchmaker,  i. 

227  Inspection  were  made  during  the  \ ear  and  5 notices 
wore  served  regarding  dirty  ])remises,  each  of  which  was 
remedied. 
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Nuisances. — 12  complaints  were  received  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  Comity  during  the  year.  The  nature 
of  the  defects  were  defective  water  supplies,  dirty  houses, 
accumulation  of  refuse,  choked  drains,  and  defective  housing 
conditions.  Each  complaint  was  dulj^  investigated  and 
where  necessar}^  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the  cause  for 
complaint. 

Slaughter-Houses. — There  are  4 private  Slaughter- 
Houses  in  the  landward  district  of  the  County.  Renewal  of 
licences  were  granted  to  Mr  Win.  Robertson,  March  Street, 
Portgordon;  Mr  Wni.  Roger,  Marypark,  Inveravon;  !Mrs  E. 
Mathison,  Tomintoul,  and  Mr  Win.  Stephen,  Croftbain, 
Gleiilivet.  These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  good  order.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  as 
Detention  Officer,  made  63  inspections  during  the  year,  and 
3 portions  of  carcases  were  detained  for  inspection  by  the 
Meat  Inspector.  There  are  also  10  fleshers’  shops  in  the  land- 
ward district  of  the  County.  These  premises  were  also  in- 
spected and  found  satisfactor3^ 

The  Burgh  Sanitary  Inspectors  act  as  Detention  Officers 
in  the  various  Burghs,  and  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection, 
detentions  and  seizures  are  shown  in  the  following  table  ; — 


Burgh. 

Number  of 
vis  it  p of 
Inspection 

Carcases  or 
portion  of 
carcases  de- 
tained for 
inspection  by 
Meat 
Inspector. 

Mill; 
i c 51-SI-  . 

s 0 3 s 

0 C.  X -1^  0 Q 

Abercliirder 

336 

3 

— 

Aberlour  . . . 

36 

5 

9 

Banff  

3II 

10 

6 

Buckie  

316 

14 

153 

Cullen  

313 

39 

— 

Dufftown 

140 

4 

— 

Keith  

1666 

28 

250 

Macduff  — 

154 

5 

— 

Portsoy 

4 

— 

There  are  no 

Slaughter-Houses  in 

the  Burghs 

of  Findochty 

and  Portknockie.  A tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  condemned,  see  Report  by 
Veterinary  Inspector. 


Offensive  Trades. — Renewal  of  licences  were  granted 
•to  Mr  Jas.  Christie,  Muirfield,  Ford3’ce,  for  a knackery  at 
Mnirfield,  Fordyce,  and  Mr  Isaac  .Sharpe,  Inglewood,  Keith, 
for  a knackery  at  Douglasbrae,  Keith.  These  premises  were 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitaiy  Inspector,  and  found  to 
be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Schools. — The  majoritj^  of  the  sanitaiy  conveniences  at 
the  various  schools  within  the  Conntv  were  inspected  during 
the  \’ear  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition.  During 
the  vear  the  following  improvements  were  carried  out : — 

Glenlivet  P.  School — Reconstruction  of  latrines. 

INIorinsh  P.  School — New  water  supply. 

Rathven  P.  School — New  pump  and  water  supplv. 

Dunlugas  P.  School — New  Flsan  closet. 

Common  Lodging=Houses. — There  are  no  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  county. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  majority  of  the  burial  grounds 
within  the  couutv’  were  inspected  during  the  \'car  and  found 
to  be  kept  in  good  order.  .Special  observations  were  made 
at  Bo\'uclie  Churclu'ard,  and  a Report  was  submitted  to  the 
Countv  Council  during  the  3'ear  ; meantime  the  Banff  District 
Council  are  prospecting  for  ground  suitable  for  a new  ceme- 
teiy.  Four  interments  were  carried  out  in  terms  of  Section 
69  of  the  Public  Health  (.Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

Rat  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. — Two  rat  weeks 
were  held  during  the  3'ear,  one  in  April  and  another  in 
October.  Tlie  sniiph*  of  rat  poison  was  given  to  pcr.sons 
making  application  for  same  at  the  various  Police  .Stations 
throughout  the  Count3'^  free  of  charge.  Full  advantage  was 
taken  of  these  free  distributions  and  reports  received  from 
the  Constables  show  that  these  campaigns  were  verv  success- 
ful. 


Dairies. — On  the  ist  January  1932  there  were  107  per- 
sons on  the  Register  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  Landward 
District  of  the  County.  During  the  3'ear  5 persons  were 
added  to  the  Register,  and  8 persons  were  voluntarih-  re- 
moved from  the  Register.  The  total  numl)er  of  registered 
clair3'men  in  the  Landward  District  at  31st  Deceml)er  was 
104.  Of  these,  90  are  retail  dairvmen,  12  wholesale  dairv- 
m.en,  and  2 persons  resident  outwith  the  County  are  re.gis- 
tered  as  purveyors  of  milk  within  the  County.  312  inspec- 
tions were  made  bv  the  .Sanitar3'  Insjiector  at  the  ])remises 


of  these  registered  dairymen  during  the  \ear,  and  as  a re- 
sult of  these  inspections  31  notices  were  served,  viz.  : dirty 
cows,  7;'dirty  walls  and  ceilings  of  cowsheds  and  milk-stores, 
10,  dirty  floors  of  cowsheds,  3;  minor  structural  defects,  ii. 
By  arrangement  between  the  County  Council  and  the  To%\'n 
Councils  of  the  Burghs  of  Buckie  and  Keith,  the  Sanitary  In- 
spectors of  these  Burghs  carry  out  the  duties  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1Q14,  in  the  landward  district  of 
the  parishes  of  Rathven,  Grange,  Keith,  Boharm,  and  Bo- 
triphnic.  In  the  Rathven  area  the  Buckie  Sanitar\'  Inspec- 
tor made  52  inspections  and  18  notices  were  served;  and  in 
the  Keith  area  the  Keith  Sanitar}'  Inspector  made  31  inspec- 
tions, and  14  notices  were  served  regarding  dirty  condition 
of  cows,  iiremises,  and  minor  defects.  The  Dairy  Bye-laws 
were  revised  by  the  Conntj^  Council  and  copies  of  the  new 
Bye-laws  have  been  eirculated  to  all  the  registered  dair3’inen. 
The  principal  change  in  the  new  Bv'C-laws  as  compared  with 
the  previous  B\"e-laws  is  the  situation  of  milk-stores,  and  ii 
daiiymen  have  been  notified  to  have  their  milk-stores  altered 
to  comply  with  the  new  B3’C-laws.  The  average  number  of 
cows  in  registered  premises  is  1223.  A stead3'  improvement 
was  seen  regarding  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  premises 
generall34  also  it  was  found  that  greater  care  is  being  taken 
bv  dairvmen  in  the  methods  of  milking  and  handling  of 
milk. 


There  are  1176  jiersons  on  the  Register  for  the  sale  of 
butter  and  cheese.  During  the  vear  33  persons  were  added 
to  the  Register  and  68  persons  were  voluntarilv  removed 
from  the  Register.  The  ]n'oduction  of  butter  at  these  regis- 
tered premises  is  principalh^  during  the  summer  months,  and 
only  a few  supph^  butter  to  the  public  during  the  winter 
months.  Consequenth*  the  vSanitaiy  Inspector  confines  his 
inspections  during  the  period  when  butter  is  sold  to  the 
public.  429  ins]iections  were  made  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor at  these  premises,  and  54  notices  were  served  regarding 
the  dirt3’  eondition  of  the  premises,  and  45  notices  regarding 
file  dirt3’  condition  of  cows.  At  a subsequent  inspection  con- 
siderable improvement  was  found. 


:50 


Dairy  Premises  in  Burghs. — The  following  table  shows- 
inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
their  respective  Burghs — 
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35 

c 

1 0 

£ 

5!  =S 

■“  C tc 
Sec 
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(S 

r. 

cs: 
c c 

ft—  ^ 

c r 

A pprox 
Nunibe 
Cows. 

A.berchirder  . 

6 

25 

— 

— 

22 

Aberlour  

I 

6 

I 

I 

4 

Banff  

6 

38 

X 

59 

Buckie  









- 

Cullen  

4 

12 

0 

0 

45 

Dufftown 

11 

26 

1 

I 

55 

Findochtv  

0 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Keith  

16 

62 

17 

15 

76 

^lacduff  

-•  15 

32 

— 

— 

92 

Portknockie 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Portsov  

6 

26 

6 

6 

47 

A survey  was  made  of  the  daily  premises  in  each  Burgh  by 
the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  and  notices 
were  served  on  42  dairymen  whose  premises  did  not  comply 
with  the  new  dairy  bye-laws. 


ALEX.  G.  G.  JOHXSTOX,  Sayiilary  hispecloi. 


Banff,  April,  1933. 
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APPENDIX  1. 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1928. 


1 Number  of  dwelliiig-liouses  inspected,  - - 36 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  wliicb  011  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  3 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1925. 


3,  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given  under 

Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient  water-closet 
accommodation,  -----  5 

(a)  (>ases  where  requirements  complied  with 

by  owners,  - . . (n)  3 

(fc)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners 
■ to  do  so,  - - - - (0 

(c)  Cases  still  pending,  - - (c)  3 

4.  Number  of  houses  of  (ci)  one  apartment,  - (a) 

and  (b)  two  apartments  for  the  erection  of 
which  the  consent  of  the  J^ocal  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  111,  - - (h) 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &C, 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1919. 


b.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  serveil  under 
Section  10  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-houses  with 
water  supply,  - - . - . 

(fl)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with 
by  owners,  - - - . («) 

{h)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  ownersto  doso.  (b) 

(c)  Cases  still  pending,  - - (c) 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 


6.  Number  of  dwelliug-honses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  14  (1), 

7.  Number  ot  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

liabitation  following  on  notices  under  Section  14  (1), 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work 

has  been  done  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  15  (1),  . - . . . 

9.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in 

terms  of  Section  17  a demolition  order  or  closing 
order  under  Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted 
for  a notice  under  Section  14  (1), 

10.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  in  terras  of  Section  16  (1), 

11.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  referred  to  in  18  : — 

(a)  IVhich  have  been  rendered  fit  for  human 
habitation,  . - - («) 

(/i)  In  respect  of  which  undertaking  has  been 
given  that  the  house  will  not  be  used  for 
human  habitation  until  it  has  been  rendered 
so  fit,  - - - - (f>) 

(c)  In  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  have 

been  made  under  Section  16  (3),  - (c) 

(d)  In  respect  of  which  closing  orders  have  been 

made  under  Section  16  (3)  and  (4),  (d) 

12.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  have,  in  terms  of  Section  16  (3), 
been  determined  by  the  Local  Authority,  following 
upon  the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  for 
human  habitation,  .... 

13.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have 

been  made  in  terms  of  Section  34  towards  cost  of 
repairs  and  amount  so  advanced. 
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(Ol  NTY  OF  HANFI  . 

REPORT  BY  THE  VETERINARY  OFFICER 
For  the  Year  1932. 

This  Report  has  been  conipilccl  in  accordance  witli  the 
instructions  set  out  on  pages  4 and  5 of  Circular  No.  2 issued 
hy  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  dated  2,^rd  De- 
cember 1932. 

(1)  CONDITION  AND  CLEANLINESS  OF  CATTLE— 

Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  and  cleanliness  of  the  cows  in  dairy 
herds  noted  last  year  is  l)eing  sustained.  In  no  case  has 
the  attention  of  the  \T‘tcrinary  O.ticer  been  called  to  cows 
obvioush'  neglected.  In  a few  cases  the  same  tlioroughness 
which  is  generally  observed  was  not  seen.  Tliis  is  particu- 
larly the  case  in  smaller  places  where  the  owner  has  to  look 
after  a few  cows  as  well  as  do  the  other  routine  farm  work. 
The  result  is  that  about  sowing  and  harvesting  times  .some  of 
the  cows  do  not  get  the  same  minute  attention  as  they 
receive  during  the  lest  of  the  \x'ar.  This  has  been  pointed 
out  to  the  owners  concerned  and  in  eveiy  case  they  saw  the 
Official’s  point  of  view.  [More  dairymen  are  making  the 
clipping  of  the  udders  and  (luarters  of  the  cows  a jn'actice 
with  the  ensuing  benefits.  More  visits  have  been  made  to 
dairy  farms  both  by  the  f-'.anitary  Inspector  and  Veterinary 
Officer  in  1932  than  in  1931,  and  this  has  had  the  effect  of 
keeping  the  dairymen  up  to  a higher  standard. 

The  bodih’  condition  of  the  cows  in  premi.scs  registered 
for  the  sale  of  butter  and/or  cheese  is  satisfactory.  The 
cleanliness  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  although  it  can 
lie  stated  that  there  is  an  improvement  since  last  year.  [Most 
of  the  visits  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  arc  made  during  the 
months  that  the  cows  are  housed  and  in  practically  every 
case  in  which  the  farmer  was  informed  that  the  cleanliness 
of  the  cows  was  unsatisfactory  and  that  he  would  have  to 
groom  them  regularly,  the  Official  was  informed  that  they 
were  not  selling  any  milk. 

(a)  Nature  of  fodder  and  diet  as  affecting  quality  of  milk. 

The  oualitv  of  the  fodder  and  diet  is  very  satisfactory. 
Less  draff  was  fed  owing  to  the  number  of  distilleries  being 
closed ; beet  pulp  has  been  substituted  in  a number  of  cases 
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w itli  good  results  and  because  of  the  poor  price  obtained  for 
oats  these  are  being  fed  to  the  cattle  instead  of  lx.-ing  sold. 
On  several  farms  individual  water  supply  has  been  given  to 
the  cows  with  beneficial  eifcct.  So  far  as  is  known  in  no 
instance  has  the  quality'  of  the  milk  been  adversch'  affected 
by  the  nature  or  qualit}^  of  the  diet. 

(b)  Number  of  diseased  cows  found  specifying  diseases. 

No  precise  details  have  been  kept  of  the  numbers  of 
diseased  cows  found  on  inspection  with  the  exception  of 
tuberculosis  and  mastitis.  It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  incor- 
porate exact  particulars  in  future  reports.  22  Cases  of 
mastitis  were  found  and  the  milk  withheld  from  human  con- 
sumption. In  these  cases  of  mastitis,  if  it  be  possible,  the 
affected  cow  is  isolated  from  the  herd. 

The  most  common  pathological  condition  found  on  in- 
spection was  retention  of  the  foetal  membranes  with  its  as- 
sociated septic  condition.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Veterinary 
Officer  this  is  due  almost  entirely  to  contagious  bovine  abor- 
tion, which  disease  is  very  common  in  all  herds  in  the  county, 
and  causes  a huge  annual  loss  to  the  farming  communit\". 

Various  other  conditions  were  encountered,  e.g.,  stom- 
ach disorders,  septic  conditions  of  the  feet,  red  water,  milk 
fever,  &c.,  and  all  dealt  with  on  their  merits.  Isolation  in 
septic  conditions  has  been  practised  where  possible. 

(c)  Disposal  of  milk  from  diseased  cows. 

The  usual  way  is  to  feed  it  to  the  live  stock  of  the  farm, 
especially  pigs,  although  calves  and  poultrj*  also  are  fed.  In 
every  case,  however,  the  owner  is  told  the  inadvisability  of 
feeding  such  milk  in  its  raw  state  to  live  stock.  In  manv 
cases  the  farmer  has  boiled  the  milk  before  using  it  for  ani- 
mals, and  this  is  the  safer  system. 

(2)  INSPECTION  OF  CATTLE— State  how  far  inspec- 
tion has  been  carried  out  in — 

(a)  Registered  Dairies,  and 

(b)  Exempted  premises. 

State  total  number  of  cows  in  registered  dairies  and  in 
exempted  premises  and  the  number  inspected. 

On  the  1st  January  1932  there  were  107  persons  regis- 
tered for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  landward  portion  of  the 
count5^  During  the  5'^car  5 were  added  and  8 removed,  leav- 
ing 104  at  31st  December  1932.  The  estimated  number  of 
cows  in  the  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  1223. 


At  tlie  beginiiin.ii  of  19^^^  thore  wore  67  persons  regis- 
tered for  tile  sale  of  milk  in  the  burghal  part  of  the  connt\’. 
During  the  year  8 were  added  and  7 removed,  leaving  68  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Tlie  estimated  number  of  cows  in 
these  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  423. 

1211  Persons  were  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of 
1932  for  the  sale  of  butter  and/or  cheese.  33  Persons  were 
added  and  68  removed,  leaving  1176  names  on  tlie  list  at 
31st  December  1932.  The  estimated  number  of  cows  in 
these  premises  is  2800. 

4S7  Dairy  farms  were  inspected  throughout  the  year  ; 
4269  cows  were  examined.  This  is  an  increase"  of  140  in 
the  number  of  farms  inspected  and  of  S61  in  the  number  of 
cows  examined.  During  1932  practically  every  dairy  herd 
was  e.xamincd  three  times  and  th.is  is  approaching  the  ideal 
of  four  annual  inspections.  It  can  again  be  mentioned  that 
few  inspections  can  be  carried  out  in  the  summer  time  when 
the  cows  are  at  grass. 

There  are  two  exempted  premises  in  the  County  with 
three  cows  in  each.  Both  dairies  were  visited  twice  during 
the  year. 

1 31  Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  butter  and/or 
cheese  were  visited  and  342  cows  examined.  It  is  ])ractically 
impossible  to  give  annual  inspections  to  these  premises  owing 
to  the  pressure  of  urgent  cases,  i.e.,  anthrax  and  meat  in- 
spection work.  (See  appropriate  Sections). 


3.  BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS  — Include  notes  on  any 
steps  taken  to  secure  tubercleTree  milk  supply,  and 
also  on  any  difficulties  militating  against  the  success= 
ful  marketing  of  Certified  and  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk. 

The  percentage  of  cows  in  dairies  showing  evidence  of 
tuberculosis  as  defined  under  tbe  Order  is  comparatively 
small.  .21  per  cent,  of  cows  examined  were  found  to  be 
amenable  to  the  Tuberculo.sis  Order.  .047  per  cent,  of  cows 
examined  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
udder.  The  dairymen  seem  keen  in  getting  rid  of  any  sus- 
picious animal  in  their  herds  and  report  such  cases  immedi- 
ately. 

The  dairy  farmers  are  constantly  being  told  of  the  bene- 
fits to  themselves  and  the  public  generally  of  establishing  a 
herd  for  the  production  of  a tubercle-free  milk.  Certified 
milk  is  coming  into  the  County  from  two  sources  outwith 
the  County  and  in  one  instance  (in  Banff)  it  is  being  sold  to 
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llic  public  umler  a licence  from  the  Local  Authority.  Tliis 
has  the  effect  of  putting  the  local  i)roducers  on  their  mettle 
with  the  result  that  three  dairy  farms  were  visited  during 
the  year  by  the  iMedical  Officer  of  Health,  vSanitary  Inspector 
and  \'eterinary  Officer,  and  the  whole  .subject  of  establish- 
ing a tubercle-free  herd  discussed  with  the  owners.  The 
premises  at  one  farm  have  been  brought  up  to  the  requisite 
standard,  and  some  of  the  cows  have  been  tested.  It  is  hoped 
in  the  near  future  that  more  definite  advancement  will  Ix: 
made  in  this  respect. 

Some  of  the  difficulties  militating  against  the  dairy 
fanners  going  in  for  a tested  herd  are  stated  herewith.  The 
depressed  condition  of  agriculture  is  not  conducive  to 
farmers  launching  out  into  what  they  call  unnecessary  capi- 
tal expenditure.  The  reduced  spending  power  of  the  public 
and  their  apathy  are  not  likely  to  produce  a demand  large 
enough  to  sell  the  whole  of  a farmer’s  supply  of  a tuberculin 
tested  milk  and  the  dairymen  state  that  unless  they  got  the 
whole  supply  sold  at  a higher  price  than  that  of  ordinary 
milk  the  greater  expenditure  entailed  for  the  production  of  a 
graded  milk  would  not  be  justified.  It  might  be  stated  here 
that  the  public  are  certainly  getting  more  aliye  to  the  ques- 
tion of  a pure  milk  supply  than  they  were  some  r'ears  ago. 
This  is  due  to  a large  extent  to  the  yarious  press  reports,  ad- 
yertisements  by  graded  milk  retailers,  and  discussions  by 
public  bodies. 

(a)  Niunber  of  cows  found  tuberculous  on  clinical  exa> 
urination  of  herds. 

Dirrirrg  the  year  nine  cows  irr  dairies  were  foirud  to  be 
tirbei'culoirs  aird  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tirbercirlosis 
Order,  rg25.  Of  these,  two  were  suffering  from  tubcrculo.'i.s 
of  the  udder. 

(b)  Number  of  cows  found  tuberculous  after  tuberculin 
test. 

1 wo  of  the  cows  under  3 (a)  were  subjected  to  the  tuber- 
culin test. 

(c)  Total  number  of  cows  to  which  the  tuberculin  test 
was  applied  under  Section  22  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

Kighteen  cows  were  tested  under  this  Section. 

(d)  Number  of  dairies  holding  graded  milk  licences  in 
respect  of  tubercle^free  herds. 

None. 

(e)  Number  of  other  dawies  known  to  have  tubercle-free 
herds. 

None. 
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-la  A list  of  dairies  holding  licences  for  the  production  of 
Grade  Milk. 

Iheie  are  no  dairies  in  the  Countv  holdin_g  licences  for 
the  production  of  Grade  A milk. 

-Ih  .\otes  on  any  samples  taken  for  examination  in  terms  of 
Section  21  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act, 
1914. 

.'''aniplcs  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  thronghont  the 
County  under  Section  21  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland) 
Act,  iyi4,  and  sent  to  the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  for 
exainination. 

69  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  various  bacterio- 
logical examinations  during  the  year.  Of  these,  28  were 
examined  for  B.coli  only  ; 65  for  tubercle  bacilli  only ; 28  for 
bacterial  count;  3 for  Hr.  abortus;  and  i for  streptococci  and 
staphylococci. 

B coli  Conlcnl. 

Ab-sent  in  i c.c 12 

Absent  in  .1  c.c 7 

Absent  in  .01  c.c 6 

Present  in  .01  c.c 3 
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Bacterial  Count. 

I’nder  30,000  bacteria  per  c.c 13 

Over  30,000  and  under  200,000  7 

Over  200,000  and  under  500,000  4 

Over  500,000  4 


28 

1 he  abo\'e  two  tables  will  be  more  readily  understood  \\  hen 
it  is  stated  that  the  standard  for  Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested) 
Milk  is: — Xo  B.  coli  in  .or  c.c.  and  not  more  than  200,000 
bacteria  i)cr  c.c.  There  is  an  im])rovenient  in  the  cleanliness 
of  the  milk  this  year  compared  with  1931.  In  1931  20.9  ikt 

examined  for  bacterial  count  were 
within  the  limits  allowed  for  Grade  (Tuberculin  Tested) 
Milk,  while  in  1932  this  figure  was  71.4  ]ier  cent.  In  1931 
72.5  per  cent,  of  the  samples  examined  for  B.  coli  were 
within  the  limits  allowed  for  Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  I'csted) 
(Milk,  while  in  1932,  89.3  jier  cent.  ()f  the  samples  were 
within  the  limits. 
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Tho  3 ,sami)les  examined  for  Br.  aljortus  were  all  nega- 

livc. 

The  sample  examined  for  streptococci  and  stajjhylo- 
•cocci  showed  a heavy  invasion  of  vStr.  mastitidis.  The  owner 
was  informed  of  the  result  of  the  examination  and  the  result 
was  that  the  cow  was  fattened  and  slaughtered. 

The  result  of  the  examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli 
showed  that  2 cows  were  excreting  these  bacilli  in  their  milk. 
'I'hey  were  eliminated  from  the  herds  by  slaughter  under  the 
I'liberculosis  Order,  1925. 

-fc  A Statement  of  the  extent  to  which  Section  13  and  14  of 
the  Act  are  being  complied  with. 

Under  Section  14  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  ^Scotland) 
Act,  1914,  seven  dairymen  reported  cases  of  mastitis  in  their 
herds  to  the  Veterinary  Officer.  The  new  Dairy  B\'e-laws 
Were  approved  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  during  the 
year,  and  in  November  1932  each  person  registered  for  the 
sale  of  milk  or  butter  received  a copy  of  these  Bye-laws  in 
which  arc  printed  in  lolo  vSections  13  and  14  of  the  Act.  This 
should  ha\'e  an  effect  on  the  number  of  cases  reported.  It 
can  just  be  repeated  in  this  Report  that  when  a farmer  tinds 
a cow  in  his  herd  giving  abnormal  milk  he  simjjly  throws  it 
away  or  feeds  it  to  stock  and  thinks  he  has  done  sufficiently. 
During  the  routine  inspections  by  the  Veterinary  Officer,  at 
every  inspection  the  dairyman  is  informed  that  he  has  to 
report  any  cow  suffering  from  an\’  disease  liable  to  infect  or 
■contaminate  the  milk. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

The  County  of  Banff  has  lieen  comparatively  free  from 
■tmy  of  the  notifiable  diseases  during  1932, — only  two  cases  of 
anthrax  and  one  of  parasitic  mange  having  been  diagnosed 
ajiart  from  the  seventy-one  cases  under  the  Tuberculosis 
■Order  1925. 

During  the  month  of  December  every  stock-owner  in 
tile  county  was  supplied  with  a leaflet  which  contained  a 
■synopsis  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Disinfection)  Order  of 
1925:  Market,  .Sales,  and  Lairs  Order  of  1925;  and  Move- 
ment of  Animals  (Records)  Order  of  1925, — the  latter  being 
I'sefnl  in  tracing  in-contact  animals 

At  this  stage  mention  might  be  made  of  the  willingness 
of  the  Chief  Constable  and  the  Police  Force  in  general  to  co- 
operate with  the  Veterinary  Officer,  which  makes  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  various  orders  more  ideasant  to  the  farmer  and 
the  officials  concerned. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

Scvcnty-onc  animals  were  slaughtered  under  the  Order 
during  the  year.  The  Tuberculin  Test  was  applied  in  three 
instances  with  the  written  consent  of  the  O'wncr.  Six  cases 
of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  eliminated  by  slaughtci. 
In  one  instance  in  which  the  milk  sample  was  positive  on 
I'dological  test,  the  resnlt  of  the  post  mortem  examination 
di(.I  not  reveal  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  The  following 
three  tables  shew  the  incidence  of  the  groups  of  tuberculosis 
as  defined  under  the  Order,  and  the  associated  results  of  the 
l»ost  mortem  examinations. 
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Anthrax. 

Xinety-oiic  cases  of  suspected  anthrax  were  rejKjrtcd 
during  the  year;  103  visits  were  made.  All  these  cases  were 
investigated  and  on  microscopical  examination  of  the  blfXKl, 
positive  diagnosis  were  made  in  five  cases.  Two  of  these 
were  confirmed  the  iNIinistry  of  Agriculture.  The  accur- 
acy of  the  diagnosis  depends  to  a large  extent  on  the  length 
of  time  which  elapses  between  the  time  of  death  and  the 
miscroscopical  examination  of  the  blood,  and  in  a case  where 
some  considerable  time  elapses  and  a negative  diagnosis  can- 
not definitely  be  made,  it  is  deemed  a wiser  course  to  put  the 
case  down  as  suspected  positive,  and  let  the  Ministry  make  a 
diagnosis  after  laboratory  tests. 


Sheep  Scab. 

No  outbreak. 

Swine  Fever. 

During  1931  tire  Veterinary  Officer  spent  much  time  ex- 
anrirring  pigs  which  had  been  sold  at  auction  rrrarkets  whence 
an  outbreak  of  the  disease  had  beerr  traced.  In  ahrrost  every 
case  intimation  of  the  “irr-contacts”  was  received  after  the 
irreubation  period  had  elapsed.  This  systerrr  was  considered 
a waste  of  tirrre,  so  the  followirrg  arrangerrrent  was  rrrade  : — 
Each  Corrstable  was  rrrade  an  Inspector  urrder  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Acts  arrd  Orders,  arrd  he  rrow  visits  the  “in- 
corrtact”  fanns  and  reports.  If  he  firrds  arry  sick  or  ailing 
pigs,  or  I'ccerrt  urrcxplaiircd  deaths,  the  Wterirrary  Officer 
is  irotified,  arrd  he  rrrakes  a visit  arrd  exarrrirres  the  pig  stock. 
This  arrarrgerrrerrt  worked  satisfactorilj'  durirrg  1932. 

Severr  farms  were  visited  and  severrt\’-rrinc  pigs  were 
exarrrined.  All  were  fouird  to  be  free  frorrr  swirre  fever. 
In  orre  other  instarree  some  ailing  pigs  were  forrrrd,  and  as 
iro  explanatiorr  for  their  deaths  corrld  be  srrggestcd,  and  the 
Veterinary  Officer  is  withheld  frorrr  conductirrg  post-rrrorterrr 
exarrrirrations  irr  these  cases,  the  rrratter  was  reported  to  the 
J\^inistr3^  The  Local  Veterirrary  Irrspector  for  the  IMirristry 
of  Agriculture  diagnosed  the  case  as  not  bcirrg  swirre  fever 
after  two  visits.  The  (prestion  of  the  County  ^■eterirrary 
Officer  rrot  being  allowed  to  deal  with  suspected  .swirre  fever- 
outbreaks  was  bi-ought  up  at  a County  Council  Meetirrg  of 
14th  July  1932.  The  IMirristry  was  written  to  on  the  subject 
arrd  in  a letter  of  26th  vSeptcrrrber  1932  it  stated  “It  was 
prepared  to  appoint  Mr  David.sorr  to  act  as  a Local  \'eterinarv 
Inspector  of  the  Dcpartrrrcnt.’’  This  now  gives  the  Corrrrt\^ 
A'^etcrirrary  Officer  power  to  undertake  enquiries  of  a diag- 
nostic character  when  specifically  instructed  Iwthc  Ministr\^. 


Parasitic  Mange. 

One  case  was  reported  and  on  niicroscopial  examination 
of  scrapings  from  the  skin  the  parasite  was  demonstrated. 
The  horse  was  treated  satisfactorily  and  cured.  The  nsnal 
restriction  of  movement  forms  were  served  and  later  the 
])remises  and  harness  were  disinfected  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  \"eterinary  Officer.  On  enquiring  into  the  history  of  the 
case  it  was  found  that  the  animal  was  brought  from  Moray- 
shire oil  the  day  previous  to  reporting.  The  Chief  Constable 
of  Banffshire  was  informed  of  the  facts,  and  he  sent  the  in- 
formation to  the  Chief  Constable  of  INIorayshire  for  wdiat 
action  the  latter  might  deem  necessar3u 


Foot-and-Mouth  Disease. 
Xo  outbreak. 


Markets. 


The  various  Auction  Markets  were  visited  throughout 
the  Countv  during  the  3’ear,  but  no  notifiable  disease  was 
found. 


Table  showing  the  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  from 
1924. 


I)ISE.\SE  — 

Tuberculosis 

Anthrax 
Swine  Fever 
Sheep  Scab... 
Foot-andAIouth 
Parasitic  Mange. 


19:i2  1931  1930  19-29  1928  1927  1926  1925  1924 
W1  89  86  102  89  76  57  17  - 

(6)  (12)  (2)  (4)  (4)  (1)  (11)  (2)  - 

..  2 — 3 7 3 5 6 10  7 

— — — 3 8 3 4 4 4 


The  figures  in  brackets  after  the  numbers  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  indicate  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  of 
the  udder. 


vf:terinary  attendance  at  ladysbridge 
ASYLUM  farms. 

During  the  year  59  visits  were  made  to  the  County 
Council  farms  at  I.adj'.sbridge.  The  health  of  the  animals 
at  these  farms  is  of  a high  order,  and  the  services  of  the 
Veterinarv  flfiicer  for  prescribing  treatment  and  performing 
operations  are  infrecptently  reejuired.  The  majority  of  the 
visits  were  for  the  purposes  of  tuberculin  testing  and  inocu- 
lation of  heifers  against  contagious  bovine  abortion. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND),  1932. 


976  V'isits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  various 
slaughter-houses  throughout  the  County  during  the  year. 
All  these  slaughter-houses,  with  one  exception,  are  kept  in  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  condition  of  cleanliness.  This  ex- 
ception— the  Old  Town  Slaughter-house  at  Keith — must 
again  be  mentioned  as  being  unsatisfactory  for  the  hygeuic 
handling  of  a principal  food. 

The  Burgh  Abattoir  at  Buckie  has  been  improved  b\'  the 
installation  of  electric  lighting. 

The  Local  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  act  as  Detention 
Officers,  carry  out  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Veterinary  Officer.  In  most  cases  the  butchers  show'  a will- 
ingness to  co-operate  wdtli  the  Officials. 

A very  good  class  of  “clean”  cattle  is  killed.  This  can 
be  shewm  by  stating  that  only  i.i  per  cent,  of  the  total 
bovine  animals  killed  w'ere  bulls  and  cow'S. 

From  the  annexed  table  it  wall  be  seen  that  the  number 
and  weights  of  seizures  in  1932  is  considerably  less  thaa  in 

1931.  Because  the  standard  of  inspection  and  the  class  of 
animal  killed  show  no  change,  this  feature  can  only  be  ex- 
plained by  suggesting  that  the  incidence  of  disease,  parti- 
cularly tuberculosis,  in  the  class  of  animal  which  is  killed 
is  le.ss  this  year  than  last.  .47  per  cent,  of  cattle  slaughtered 
in  1932  were  totally  seized,  while  in  1931  the  figure  was  .83 
per  cent. ; and  1930,  .47  per  cent. 

The  figures  for  carcases  partially  seized  are  as  follows — 

1932,  4.3  per  cent.  ; 1931,  5.04  per  cent. : and  1930,  .72  per 
cent. 
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The  following  is  a table  shewing  the  slaughterings  and 
condemnations  in  the  various  parts  of  the  County  for  the 
year  1932  : — 
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